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BERKELEY ICELAND HIRES RESTORATION
ARCHITECTS PAGE & TURNBULL TO RESTORE

BERKELEY ICELAND
San Francisco firm, known for preserving historic institutions, will restore the beloved

East Bay deco landmark 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008, Berkeley, CA, -- Save Berkeley Iceland, the nonprofit formed in
2007 to save and restore the historic skating palace, Iceland (2727 Milvia St., Berkeley)
as a skating arena and community recreation center, announced its selection of Page &
Turnbull, a San Francisco architecture firm noted for their work in preservation. Earlier
this year, on February 29th, Save Berkeley Iceland announced that they had signed an
exclusive option agreement to purchase Iceland and kicked off a $12 million capital
campaign. www.saveberkeleyiceland.org

ÒThe selection of Page & Turnbull is another benchmark for us,Ó said Tom Killilea,
President of the Berkeley Iceland board of directors.  ÒThey bring to the table tremendous
depth of experience in developing sustainable public facilities in historical settings, which
is exactly what Berkeley Iceland needs. This decision marks the next big step toward
preserving Iceland as an Art Deco landmark, and, transforming it into a state-of-the-art
recreation center, based on the ice rink, and other amenities for the entire community.Ó

ÒBerkeley Iceland is iconic to thousands of people and it needs to survive and thrive for
generations to come,Ó said Tom Dufurrena, Principal, Page & Turnbull, and lead architect
for the project.  ÒThe bones of the building are strong, it has a great interior space and
natural light. As the largest ice surface in the west, we see its potential for skaters and
other recreational uses within the rehabilitation program.Ó  

Page & TurnbullÕs projects include San FranciscoÕs Ferry Building, Berkeley Public
Library,  and several projects at UC Berkeley and Stanford including University House.
They are currently at work on the rehabilitation of Badger Pass Day Lodge in Yosemite
National Park. Established in 1973, the firm focuses on historic preservation that
functions to meet present and future needs. Architectural services emphasize the adaptive
use of existing buildings, in alignment with the accepted Historic Preservation Standards
and U.S. Green Building Council LEED standards. 

Plans for the rink not only include restoring the elegant lobby and ice surface using the
latest energy efficient technology, but also include adding other complementary uses to



the facility. Proposals include workout facilities, dance studios, and multi-purpose rooms
for events.

Save Berkeley Iceland (SBI) is a 501(c)3 non-profit California corporation founded in
March of 2007 whose mission is to purchase, renovate and re-open Berkeley Iceland, an
historic ice palace and recreational facility, serving the diverse population of the San
Francisco Bay Area.  SBI is comprised of dedicated professionals from the community
who recognize Iceland's importance in serving low-income families, students of all ages,
who are figure skaters, hockey players, and all who enjoy the many facets of the sport of
ice skating. The City of Berkeley awarded the property a historic landmark designation in
2007, and SBI is now raising the funds to operate Berkeley Iceland once again as a
beloved community asset and a world-class ice skating facility.

For additional information on the project or to participate in the campaign, visit
www.saveberkeleyiceland.org   

  


